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Phrasal verbs 

Phrasal verbs are verbs made of two or more words. These are more difficult to 

learn than other verbs because they are often idiomatic. That is, knowing the 

meaning of each word in the phrase may not help you guess the meaning of the 

verb. 

 

Phrasal verbs tend to be less formal, but many are high frequency terms. So, they 

are important enough to be worth studying and practicing.  There are entire 

dictionaries dedicated to phrasal verbs, so only a few of the most common are 

listed here.  

 

This handout will focus on three main verbs: come, go, and stay combined with 

common prepositions. 

 

Come along: 1. to arrive at a place, 2. to develop or progress 

1. We waited until a tow truck came along and helped us. 

2. How is you report coming along? 

Come around/ round: 1. to visit someone at their house, 2. to regain 

consciousness  

1. You’ll have to come around to our new house! 

2. The patient came around after surgery. 

Come back: 1. return to a place, position, or state   

Everyone came back from their holiday with a tan. 

The test results came back yesterday. 

 

Go after: to pursue something or someone 

If you don’t go after your dreams, you will never achieve them! 

Samsung is going after Apple customers. 

Go against: to do the opposite of what someone has suggested or asked 

For some people, eating meat goes against their beliefs. 

Don’t go against your mother, unless you want a fight. 

Go along: 1. to support an idea or agree with someone, 2. to continue, 3. to join  

1. Don’t just go along with something you disagree with; speak up! 

2. His career improved as it went along. 

3. Do you want to go along with us to the movies? 
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Stay in: to remain at home 

It’s raining, so let’s stay in tonight. 

The hotel we stayed in was incredible! 

Stay on: to remain at a place longer than expected or planned 

John never planned to stay on at the university for five years. 

Will you stay on a bit longer? 

Stay over: to spend the night somewhere, instead of returning home or continuing 

a journey 

We will stay over in Atlanta on our way to Miami. 

Everyone drank to much at the party, so they all stayed over until morning. 

Stay out: 1. to return home late or not return home at night, 2. to remain 

uninvolved in something 

1. Don’t stay out too late– you have to get up early tomorrow! 

2. The church should stay out of politics. 

Stay up: to go to bed later than usual 

I stayed up until 3 a.m. studying, so now I want a nap. 

 Will you stay up to watch the news? 

Practice: Respond to a prompt below using 3-5 phrasal verbs. Feel 

free to phrasal verbs which are not covered here. 

Prompt 1: Tell about a time when you had to go along with something 

you do not want to. What was the situation? Why didn’t you want to go 

along with it? How did you resolve the situation? If you had it to do 

over today, would you do anything differently? If so, what? If not, why 

not? 

Prompt 2: Some people believe that as cryogenics technology 

develops, they can be frozen shortly after death and be revived later. If 

you could come back from the dead in the future, would you want to? 

Why or why not? 

Prompt 3: Write a short story about the worst house guest you can 

imagine. What terrible things would this guest do while they stayed 

over at your house? Why would these things make them a bad guest? 


